Thirty Days: Tony Blair and the Test of History

Tony Blair was Americas closest ally in the
war against Saddam Hussein. It was a
powerful yet precarious position for the
British Prime Minister, as he fought for his
own future in backing George W. Bush and
sending Britains forces into Iraq. In this
gripping day-by-day chronicle, Peter
Stothard takes us behind the scenes as no
one has before to reveal a unique portrait of
a political leader under fire at the center of
the world stage.Over a period of four
weeks in March and April of 2003, Tony
Blair risked his status as the United
Kingdoms most successful Labour Prime
Minister for the chance of an unknowable
place in history. Before Britain could help
the United States, Blair faced a battle
against his own voters, his own party, and
his own allies in Europe. These were
among the most tense and tumultuous
weeks the world had seen since the fall of
the Berlin Wall. In thirty days, Blair took
on his opponents and won.Through it all,
Peter Stothard had unprecedented access to
Blair, from Ten Downing Street and the
House of Commons through the war
summits in the Azores, Brussels, Belfast,
and Camp David. No writer has ever been
so close to a world head of state for so long
at such a critical moment. Stothard brings
us inside the corridors of power during this
extraordinary time, offering a vivid,
up-close view of an enormously popular
leader facingthe challenge of his life. How
Blair spent those thirty days, how he fought
for his own future as well as his vision of
the civilized world, how he changed, and
why he survived are at the heart of this
riveting inside account.
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